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‘I think my autism  
is what gives me  
the focus and mental 
strength to cycle  
every day. I don’t  
get bored of it, and  
I don’t get distracted 
by other things.’
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George is 19 and one of the 
youngest people to join our 
newest supported living service in 
Oxfordshire. He now works three 
days a week at his local supermarket, 
which gives him the money he needs 
to pursue his real passion – cycling.

His dedication to training for hours 
and his determined ambition 
means he’s quickly moving his 
way up the long distance cycling 
leagues and is now well on his 
way to becoming a professional. 

The specialist support from 
SeeAbility has helped George to 
make his dreams a reality. 

George doesn’t see his autism 
as something to overcome, but 
something that drives him on.

His employment has given him the 
power to control his future.  

Whether it’s offering personalised 
specialist support, working with 
companies to employ diverse 
talent, or being part of brilliant 

initiatives that focus on ability - we 
cannot do it without your support. 

To mark our 220th birthday we 
want to take this opportunity to 
thank you for all you do to make 
SeeAbility extraordinary everyday. 

Mary has been supported 
by SeeAbility for longer than 
anyone else. She first arrived in 
Leatherhead at the original Royal 
School for the Blind in 1944 when 
she was just 16 and she is now 90! 
When she first joined, people were 

taught practical skills and Mary 
used to work on knitting machines, 
making socks and stockings that 
would be sold on.

She also has fond memories  
of the social side of the school:

‘I remember there was 
a big group of us who used 
to play cricket on the lawn 
in the summer.’
The world has changed a lot over 
the many decades Mary has been 
supported by SeeAbility, but the 
aim has always been to help her 
to build as independent a life  
as possible.

Mary lives in a flat of her own 
which is decorated with everything 
that means a lot to her – photos of 
family and friends, music CDs and 
her collection of teddy bears. The 
SeeAbility team are always ready 
to help but she has full control over 
her life and loves her social life 
and friends in her local community.

Over the past 220 years,  
we’ve witnessed some incredible 
personal stories of triumph and 
achievement. We will continue  
to empower people to believe 
that they too can live, love,  
thrive and belong as part of  
an inclusive society.

George gears 
up for a great future

Mary joined the  
SeeAbility family in 1944!

Thank you for being part of our movement to rethink disability  
and make society more inclusive and welcoming for all.



Celebrating         years of seeing ability

1799 Two bankers, an  
eye surgeon and a charity 
worker met in the Dog  
and Duck tavern in London. 
They established the School 
for the Indigent Blind, 
with the aim of providing 
accommodation and 
schooling for young people 
with sight loss, who could 
gain more independence 
by learning a trade.

1901 A ‘state  
of the art’ 
school was 
built in 
Leatherhead, 
Surrey.

1932 Helen 
Keller and 
companion 
Anne Sullivan 
Macy visit The 
Royal School 
for the Blind.

1997 HRH 
The Duchess 
of Gloucester 
GCVO became 
Patron of 
SeeAbility and 
still remains  
so today. 

1999-2019 SeeAbility opens in 26 new 
locations across England with unique  
in-house specialist services teams offering 
speech therapy, behavioural support, 
physio, optometry and vision rehabilitation. 

We also set up transformative eye  
care awareness campaigns for adults  
and children. 

SeeAbility is one of the only social  
care providers in the UK to provide  
such ambitious personalised support.

As we celebrate our 220th 
birthday in 2019, we continue to 
support people to lead ambitious 
lives, to challenge what they 
expect from life, from themselves 
and from wider society. 

We can only do this because, as 
one of the UK’s oldest charities, 
we see talent, determination, 
strength and joy - often when  
no one else can. We See Ability.

Our thanks to all of you for an 
amazing 220 years of support. 
Here’s to an extraordinary 
future together.

Trek the Atlas Mountains  
in Morocco 12-16 OCTOBER 2019

Join us as we celebrate our 220th birthday!  
Change how you see the world in our extraordinary 
5 day challenge to the top of Mount Toubkal. 
This trek partners sighted and visually impaired 
adventurers, so you can experience the authentic rural 
culture of Morocco in a unique and immersive way.

Looking for your 2019  
running challenge? 13 OCTOBER 2019

Get your trainers on for  
our Royal Parks Half Marathon
Join over 16,000 runners on a 13.1-mile route through 
central London, running past world famous landmarks 
and through four Royal Parks!

Don’t just do something amazing  
in 2019 - do something extraordinary!

Children in Focus -  
Exciting news!
We are over the moon that NHS 
England has now agreed to set 
up and fund eye care for children 
in special schools - based on the 
amazing impact of our Children in 
Focus sight testing and research 
campaign.

After 5 years of championing vital 
specialist eye care for the children 
who need it most, the news that 
the NHS have pledged to fund and 
work with us to make this happen, 
is really exciting. 

It means that finally Ellie, (pictured) 
and all children who are in special 
schools, will have:

  Ongoing access to the 
specialist eye care they 
need, provided in their 
special school – so no 
traumatic visits to hospital.

  Much better outcomes  
from regular eye tests, early 
diagnosis and ongoing 
treatment.

Thanks to your ongoing support, 
SeeAbility will continue working 
to ensure children with learning 
disabilities and autism have an 
Equal Right to Sight.

SeeAbility CEO, Lisa Hopkins says:

‘This is the culmination of years of hard work and campaigns by SeeAbility  
and our supporters for the NHS to address this inequality of access to eye care. 
It’s fantastic that the NHS is listening and acting to make this happen.’

Ellie gets  
her eye test

To sign up or find out more about our many challenge events visit: 
www.seeability.org/events or email events@seeability.org for more information

1911 The 
school was 
granted Royal 
Patronage  
by King 
George V 
and became 
The Royal 
School for  
the Blind.

1810 Pupils 
moved into a 
new purpose 
built school  
at St George’s 
Circus, 
London.

1982 Our Patron, 
HRH Princess 
Diana toured 
our Leatherhead 
site and officially 
opened the flats  
in Highlands Road. 
Chris Anderson, 
pictured with 
Princess Diana, is 
still supported by 
SeeAbility today.

1994 To reflect 
the wider scope 
of our work, we 
became known 
as SeeAbility.



Help create 
brighter futures
“I know people needing support  
will really benefit from my gift and 
that gives me a lot of satisfaction.  
I ‘see’ the ‘ability’ in the charity I 
love. There is no better base from 
which to give.” Eric, SeeAbility supporter 

Gifts in Wills play an incredibly important role 
in helping SeeAbility to provide extraordinary 
support and specialist services to people with 
learning disabilities, autism and sight loss. 

Thank you for considering such a  
wonderful gesture for the future. Please visit 
www.seeability.org/future  
for more information.

Registered Charity No. 255913

We just want to say… 
Thank you

Any questions? 
Our friendly Supporter Care team are here to help. Call us on 01372 755042 or email supportercare@seeability.org
SeeAbility, Newplan House, 41 East Street, EPSOM, KT17 1BL.  www.seeability.org 

 Facebook.com/RSB.seeability      @seeability      www.youtube.com/SeeAbilityFilms

Did you know that as a SeeAbility supporter,  
your generosity powers our dedicated team of 650  
operational, corporate and community volunteers? 

Your donations ensure that people we support  
have more opportunities to get out and about, to enjoy  

their local communities, to make new friends  
or learn new skills. 

We just wanted to say a BIG THANK YOU  
to you, and all our lovely volunteers! 

We really appreciate all the  
smiles you bring. 

Thank you!




